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Abstract

The encounter with religious plurality and diversity, which is a main
characteristic of life in the contemporary world, has posed a number of
epistemological and theological problems. Awareness of religious diversity
and religious disagreements presents challenges to the discharge of
epistemic duties by the religious person. In epistemology of disagreements,
as a branch of epistemology, an individual’s epistemic duties in the face of
disagreements are specified, and various approaches have been adopted
from quite conciliatory views to steadfast views. Comparative theology

* This paper has been taken from Morteza Peiro Jafari's doctoral dissertation entitled: Methodology of
Comparative Theology in Transcendental Wisdom, (Supervisor: Dr. Vahidah Fakhar Noghani;
Assistant and Advisor: Dr. Jahangir Masoudi) Department of Education Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad

1. PhD student, Idamic Studies, Ferdows University of Mashhad, Iran. morteza peirojafari @mail.um.ac.ir

2. Assigtant professor, College of Theology, Ferdows University of Mashhad, Iran. fakhar@mail.um.ac.ir

3. Associate professor, College of Theology, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran.
ja_masoodi @yahoo.com

* Peirogjafari, M. & Fakhar Noghani, V. & Masoodi, G. (2022). A Consideration of the Approach of
“Epistemology of Religious Disagreements” in Comparative Theology. Jorna of Naqd va Nazar,
27(106), pp 167-195. Doi: 10.22081/JPT.2022.62638.1901

Copyright © 2021, Author (s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Crestive
Commons Attribution-Non Commercia 4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc/4.0/) which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided
the original work is properly cited.

www.jpt.isca.ac.ir


http://www.jpt.isca.ac.ir��
mailto:fakhar@mail.um.ac.ir
mailto:ja_masoodi@yahoo.com

takes up a religious approach to respond to the challenge of religious
plurality and diverse theological approaches in the face of such plurality in
order to arrive at a deeper understanding of religious faith. In this article,
we deploy the descriptive-analytic method to find an epistemic solution
based on the epistemology of religious disagreements with which this
newly emerged theology can attain its goals. We conclude that by adopting
an intermediary approach between steadfast and conciliatory views and
drawing on the graded nature of religious beliefs and rejection of the idea
of epistemic peers, we can propose a normative approach to comparative
theology so that it does not fall into suspension of beliefs, relativism,
skepticism, or religious conversion.
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Epistemology of disagreements, comparative theology, conciliatory view,
steadfast view, religious plurality, degrees of belief, ethics of belief.
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