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Abstract
In his Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle deals with the principles of the gen-

eration of actions in line with practical ends. One kind of such principles
are virtues that serve as final causes of the occurrence of actions, and
another consists in internal principles of action and parts of the human
soul as moral agents, which in a process of constant interaction, lead to
the occurrence of the action. The main question associated with an under-
standing of the foundations of action is how the relation between parts of
the soul and virtues might lead to the occurrence of a moral action. In this
paper, I begin with a description of each part, and then their interrelations
to finally clarify what relation there is between parts of the soul and their
interrelations as one dimension of the principles of actions, on the one

hand, and virtues as final principles of action, on the other hand. In Aris-
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totle’s view, a recurring desire reinforces reasoning in its own direction,
and reason as constituted in one dimension directs the desire accordingly.
In this way, an action is a result of an interaction between rational and
non-rational parts of the soul, or desire and reason in human beings,
which have a reciprocal relationship with final principles of the action and
virtues, in such a way that vices destroy the principles of virtues, and de-
sire and reason lose their urge to, and perception of, virtues as much as

they are inclined towards vices.
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