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Abstract

A majority of Muslim philosophers believe that the human is composed of an
immaterial soul and a body, where his nature is constituted by the immaterial
soul. The immateriality of the soul implies that after its death and detachment
from the body, the immaterial soul will survive without a need for a body, on the
one hand, and will need no external factors for its survival, on the other. What is
implied by the Quran, however, is that the human does not survive by itself and is
annihilated with death. Thus, the human posthumous survival depends on God
who gives a new life to some or all people with His power or revives them after
an interval. The method of this paper is a composition of a logical analysis of the
implications of the theory of the immateriality of the soul and a consideration of
the implications of central Quranic verses concerning death, as well as a compari-
son between the two. The paper aims to show that the philosophical theory of
immateriality of the soul is not compatible with some Quranic doctrines concern-
ing death and afterlife.
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27. Merricks, Trenton. (2009). The Resurrection of the Body and the Life

Everlasting. Oxford Readings in Philosophical Theology, Vol. 2: Providence,
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University Press, pp. 364-385.
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