NAGD

VA EISSN: 2716 960X

NAZAR ISSN: 1026-8952

The Quarterly Journal of Philosophy & Theology
Vol. 25 e No. 2 ¢ Summer 2020 e Issue 98

An Investigation of the Difference among Mysticism,
Philosophy, and Theology

Sayyed Reza Eshaqniat

Received: 08/07/2020 Accepted: 02/08/2020

Abstract

In the three sciences of mysticism, divine wisdom (philosophy), and kalam (the-
ology), “existence” is said to server as the subject-matter. Given the majority
view that sciences are distinguished from one another in virtue of their subject-
matters, the question arises of how these three sciences are distinguished given
that they have the same subject-matter. This research seeks to answer this ques-
tion, drawing on a descriptive-analytic method. It will turn out that the subject-
matter of mysticism is pure existence or reality and the exemplification of exist-
ence and that of divine philosophy and kalam is absolute existence or the concept
of existence. Thus, contrary to the majority view, divine philosophy and kalam do
not differ over their subject-matters, their difference boiling down to sources of
their assent preliminaries. Assent sources of philosophy are derived from intellect
without being constrained by conformity to appearances of the religion, while
kalam derives its preliminaries from appearances of the religion, and if religious
appearances are acquired with sufficient care, then they will lead to conclusions
consonant with intellectual preliminaries without a need for exotic interpretations.
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