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Critique of Western Philosophers' Theory on the Incompatibility
of the Principle of Free Will and Causality™

Javad Hajipour
! E] Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Medicine, Dezful University of

Medical Sciences, Dezful, Iran.
hajipour.j@dums.ac.ir

Abstract

The relationship between the principles of "free will" and "causality" has
long been a subject of inquiry and exploration by thinkers and
philosophers. In analyzing these two foundational principles, the Western
philosophical tradition has followed a dual path: one group has believed in

the compatibility between the two principles, while another has accepted a
fundamental incompatibility between them. Incompatibilists are further
divided into two sections: some have emphasized the priority and
originality of free will, and others have based their view on determinism.
Advocates of free will have presented arguments such as the idea of
"agent-causation” by Roderick Chisholm, the theory of "self-determination”
by Robert Kane, and Heisenberg's "Uncertainty Principle.” Conversely,
determinist incompatibilists have resorted to reasons like Peter van
Inwagen's "Consequence Argument,” Benjamin Libet's experiment on the

"unconscious cerebral process," and Nichols' "Challenge to the Common

* Hajipour, J. (2025). Critique of Western Philosophers' Theory on the Incompatibility of the Principle
of Free Will and Causality. Philosophia et Theologia: Dialogues in Criticism and Reflection, 30(4),
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Intuition" experiment. In this context, Nichols, with the Challenge to the
Common Intuition experiment, reached varying results; in some data, the
results were deterministic, and in others, the results suggested
libertarianism (free will).In this research, in the author's opinion, there
are criticisms of the theories of both libertarian and determinist
incompatibilists, including: considering human reflection and will as
natural laws; regarding the distinct status of humans in existence and the
subjugation of nature as intuitive; treating heredity and environment as
effects and subsidiaries of free will; failure to answer the objection of
randomness and capricious action; the incompatibility of interpreting the
agent's inherent causality with respect to the action while deeming the
action undetermined and uncaused; the realization of undetermined
action and will despite mechanical determinism; the objection regarding
the non-conjunction of deeming the action undetermined and the
principle of alternative possibilities; and the lack of consensus in emerging
sciences such as Quantum Theory and the function of the brain and
neuroscience. The present research attempts to practically explore and
illuminate the various facets of this discussion based on philosophical

arguments and some scientific data.

Keywords

Incompatibility, Determinism, Free Will, Will, Determinate (Determinedness).
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Abstract
The computational approach to the mind and mental properties, with

various formulations including Machine Functionalism, has provided a
suitable ground for proposing computational models of free will and
decision-making in the field of Artificial Intelligence (AI). This approach
has achieved relative successes along this path; however, the question
remains: what are the deficiencies and challenges faced by the
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computational model regarding human will and its philosophical
foundations when confronted with deeper philosophical perspectives such
as Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-i Muta'aliyah)? This research, using
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a descriptive-analytical method, examines the computational models
proposed for free will in AI (focusing on the Symbolic Approach). Initially,
Machine Functionalism is analyzed as the philosophical basis for this
approach. Then, relying on the principles and foundations of Sadra's
Transcendent Philosophy, a comprehensive and critical explanation of
these models is presented, answering the research's central question. The
findings indicate that computational models lack the necessary ontological
capacity to explain the truth of the will. This understanding neglects
fundamental components such as consciousness (being conscious),
phenomenal experience, and intentionality (_sud/iltifati status), which
play a central role in Sadra's explanation of the will. The philosophical
examination of this type of issue in the field of AI, apart from its
philosophical effects and consequences, directly influences policy-making
and legislation in this area, particularly concerning moral and legal
responsibility. Therefore, evaluating the proposed ideas from the
perspective of the foundations of Islamic philosophy is a philosophical and

civilizational necessity.

Keywords

Human Will, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Symbolic Approach, Machine
Functionalism, Soul (Nafs), Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-i
Muta'aliyah), Molla Sadra.
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2. Generate and Test

3. Rule-Based Models

4. Generate Rules

5. Test
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Abstract
This article examines the concept of authentic life in the thought of Martin

Heidegger, focusing on its connection to the enigma of Being (Seinsritsel)
across his early and later periods. Using the method of philosophical
interpretation and textual analysis, it is shown that in Being and Time,
authentic life is linked, on one hand, to the existential dimension and the
custodianship of Dasein's Being, and on the other hand, to the historical-
ontological horizon. This means that the authentic Dasein is freed from
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the domination of "the they" (das Man) by heeding the call of conscience
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and anticipating death (death-awareness), and consciously referring back
to its heritage to pursue its more authentic possibilities of Being. In this
perspective, referring to heritage is a means of opening future possibilities
and reviving the forgotten horizons of the truth of Being. In the later
period, with Being (Sein) centralizing instead of Dasein, the path of
authenticity shifts from Selfhood (Selbstheit) toward Releasement
(Gelassenheit). In this phase, authentic life becomes possible through the
transition from Representational Thinking (Vorstellen) to Meditative
Thinking (Besinnung). The authentic Dasein lives in expectancy of Being
and openness to the mystery of Being, understanding things not as objects
of consumption, but as matters that dwell in the breadth and openness of
Being. This research demonstrates that by proposing a three-stage
framework, authentic life in Heidegger's intellectual system can be
understood as a mode of Being that encompasses the existential,
historical-cultural, and ontological levels in an interwoven manner,
offering a more coherent interpretation of authentic life and the
relationship between Dasein and Being.

Keywords
Heidegger, Authentic Life, Enigma of Being, Releasement (Gelassenheit),
Meditative Thinking.
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2. Besinnliches Denken/ Meditative thinking

3. Rechnendes Denken/ Calculative thinking
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Abstract

In anthropology based on Imamiyyah narrations, the human being is a
multidimensional entity possessing different souls, each playing a specific
role. The identity of the ancient soul (Rih Qadimah) is one of the
philosophical challenges in this anthropology. The present study
investigates the identity and characteristics of the ancient soul and
analyzes its relationship with other souls. The goal of this research is, on
the one hand, to clarify whether the ancient soul has an independent
existence and a separate and distinct identity in the realm of human life,
and on the other hand, what function this entity pursues. This research
seeks to solve this problem using the method of narrative analysis and a
textualist approach. In Imamiyyah narrations, two categories of
characteristics have been identified for the ancient soul: distinguishing
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characteristics and general characteristics. The most important
characteristic of the ancient soul is its temporal dimension, which
distinguishes it from other souls. This dimension refers to the existence of
the ancient soul in the loins (aslab) and wombs (arham). This soul possesses
life, but this life is limited only to a specific type of life, which is the
ancient life (hayat gadim). Its function is to preserve minimal identity and
subsistence in the loins and wombs. This soul lacks consciousness and will
and has no effect on human felicity (sa'adah) or wretchedness (shagawah).
The ancient soul sustains the human being's existence in the realm of
human life, especially during its presence in the loins and wombs. This
soul stands in contrast to the "Soul of Transformation" (Rith al-Tahawwul)
and the "Soul of Life and Permanence" (Rah al-Hayat wa al-Bagd’); meaning,
the preservation of identity is related to the ancient soul, while change and
growth are related to the soul of transformation. The ancient soul is not
the vegetative soul (Rith Nabati), the animal soul (Rih Haywani), the rational
soul (Nafs Natigah), the locus of the soul, the potential for becoming human,
the souls before the bodies, or the seminal existence (Mawjid Dharri). This
article is written in a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords
Ancient Soul, Ancient Life, Anthropology, Life, Soul.
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Philosophia et Theologia: .ccu..rucox
Dialogues in Criticism and Reflection "= " &/

%)

A Critical Review of the Theory of ""Vicegerency of
Humankind" in Light of Verses and Narrations®

Sayyed Ahmad Naghizadeh Hashemi
Level Four, Explanatory Imamate Field of Study, Jafari Culture Foundation Seminary, Qom, Iran.
sa.naghizadeh1@gmail.com

" Abstract

The theory of the Vicegerency of Humankind (Khilafat-e Naw'-e Insan) claims
that the exemplar of the Caliph (Khalifah) in verse 30 of Surah Al-Bagarah
is not limited to a specific individual or individuals, but rather,
vicegerency (khilafat) has been ordained for the essence of humanity.
Based on this, every individual, to the extent that they proceed on the
correct path of belief, ethics, and action, actualizes the Divine Names
(asma’ Ilahi) within themselves from potential to actuality, and to that same
extent, vicegerency manifests in them in a weak, moderate, or complete
form. However, the question is: upon what evidence is the generalization
of this lofty station to all human beings based, and do these pieces of
evidence possess the necessary solidity and support from religious texts?
The importance of addressing this issue stems from the fact that this
theory universalizes the exclusive station of vicegerency and divine
representation, potentially deeming even disbelievers, polytheists, and
corrupt individuals as having this station, and believers as having it under
certain conditions, in actuality. The present research, utilizing an

* Naghizadeh Hashemi, S. A. (2025). A Critical Review of the Theory of "Vicegerency of
Humankind" in Light of Verses and Narrations. Philosophia et Theologia: Dialogues in Criticism
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analytical-critical approach, examines the evidence for this theory and
concludes that the presented arguments lack the necessary strength and
are not in harmony with verses and narrations. Therefore, humankind as a
whole cannot be considered the exemplar of the station of Divine
Vicegerency, and the theory of the Vicegerency of Divine Proofs (Khilafat-e
Hujaj Ilahi) is more consistent with religious texts, reason, and logic.

Keywords
Vicegerency of Humankind, Caliph of God (Khalifatullah), Teaching of the

Names, He Taught Adam (‘Allama Adam), Divine Proof (Hujjat llahi).
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Rereading and Proving the Validity of the Attributes and
Conditions of Imamate from the Perspective
of Religious Authority (Marja'iyyat Dini)"

Ali Babazadeh
Level 4, Explanatory Imamate Major, Jafari Culture Foundation Seminary, Qom, Iran.
babazadehalitio@gmail.com

Abstract

Given the emphasis in Imami (Shia) narrations on referring humans in all
aspects of life to the Imam as the Religious Authority (Marja' Dini), and
the presentation of the Imam as the holder of the status of Religious
Authority, this research seeks to answer the question of whether all the
conditions and attributes of the Imamate can be redefined and organized
within the framework of the Religious Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt . In
other words, if we analyze the Imamate from the perspective of the
Religious Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt, to what extent can the conditions
and attributes of the Imamate be proven for the status of the Religious
Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt, and does rereading and interpreting the
Imamate from this perspective limit or expand the scope of the conditions
and attributes of the Imamate? In this article, three fundamental
conditions of the Imam are examined, and their connection with the
Religious Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt is analyzed. The research findings
indicate that all important statuses of the Imam, including Divine
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Appointment (Nasb Ilahi), Specific Knowledge ('Ilm Khass), and
Infallibility ('Ismah), are established for the status of the Religious
Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt. It also shows that the Religious Authority of
the Ahl al-Bayt is not only compatible with the conditions and attributes of
the Imamate but also, as a coherent framework, possesses the capacity to
redefine and prove these statuses.By filling the existing research gap, this
study provides the groundwork for rereading the Imamate in a practical
framework that responds to the needs of the Shia community. This
research utilizes Shia hadith texts and the rational method. The
combination of the scriptural (naqli) and rational (‘aqli) methods means
that in addition to citing narrations, rational arguments extracted from
these same narrations are also employed.

Keywords

Imamate, Religious Authority (Marja'iyyat Dini), Ahl al-Bayt, Conditions
of the Imam, Divine Appointment (Nasb Ilahi), Specific Knowledge ('Ilm
Khass), Infallibility ('Ismah).
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"~ Abstract

The present article aims to explain the reciprocal relationship between art
and theology by illuminating the dimensions of "service" (fidelity) and
"treachery” (betrayal) of art toward the realm of theology from the
perspective of Gilles Deleuze. The main question is: How does art, in
Deleuze's view, commit treachery against theology? By identifying the type
of level of composition in artworks, the type of theology and the
relationship of religious arts to that level becomes clear. We analyze
Deleuze's views using a descriptive-analytical method. The result of the
present research shows that the transcendence (ta'ali) of the supersensible
in theology is dependent on the type of level of composition; this
transcendence can be realized in manifest, hidden, or completely
surpassed forms. In a portion of Christian art during the Middle Ages, the
idols and icons are dependent on transcendence. The projection of
transcendence causes the level of composition to be filled. In the Catholic
tendency within Christian art, transcendence has been surpassed, and a
distance has been taken from Christian icons or idols. Artists create
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artistic idols based on the aesthetic level of composition. This aesthetic
level of composition nourishes the core of atheism (Godlessness), which is
based on the atheistic power of line and color. Artists, in the name of God,
permit themselves to cover the aesthetic level of composition with
heavenly, earthly, hellish, and paradisiacal feelings. The more the artist
depicts fantasy, violence, and punishment, the more their scope of
permissible acts, in the name of God, increases morally. The conclusion of
this scope expansion, contrary to its religious subject matter, is atheism
from an aesthetic and moral point of view, and consequently, treachery.

Keywords
Transcendence, Gilles Deleuze, Immanence, Theology, Christian Art.
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Abstract

This article attempts to examine the manner in which the aesthetic
experience emerges as a perceptual-biological capacity and its relationship
to Kant's view of "aesthetic disinterested pleasure," focusing on the
Evolutionary Theory of Art from the perspective of Mohan Matthen, a
contemporary Indian-Canadian philosopher. Matthen believes that art,
instead of being merely a cultural or conventional matter, is rooted in
perceptual and cognitive processes that have developed throughout the
history of human evolution. On the other side, Immanuel Kant, by
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introducing the concept of "disinterested pleasure" in the Critique of
Judgment and explaining the four moments of Quality, Quantity, Relation,
and Modality, interprets aesthetics as arising from a subjective experience
devoid of external interest. This article, using a descriptive-analytical
method, seeks to show how Matthen's view can provide a biological-
cognitive foundation for Kant's theory of disinterested pleasure. The
findings indicate that these two approaches, despite their different origins,

can be complementary at a deeper level.

Keywords

Mohan Matthen, Immanuel Kant, Disinterested Pleasure, Evolutionary
Aesthetics, Artistic Perception, Philosophy of Mind.
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