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The Status of Believers' Engagement with the World in Islamic
Civilization: An Aesthetic Explanation of the Relationship
between Faith and the World Based on the
Theory of Existential Harmony
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Abstract

To understand the defining characteristics of Islamic civilization, it is
essential to examine the correct faith-based approach to the world.
Regarding the relationship between faith and the world, two distinct
perspectives are primarily prominent: 1- The Purely Instrumental and
Non-Intrinsic Approach: Based on this view, the world has no inherent
value or authenticity. It is merely a tool for achieving eternal salvation.
World-renunciation is embedded within this perspective. 2- The
Intrinsically V  aluable Approach: According to this perspective, the
various manifestations of the world are a fundamental part of the beauty
of creation. The believer is tasked with fully harmonizing with the afterlife
while utilizing their God-given talents and capacities to realize the beauty
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of the world. This approach rejects world-renunciation and affirms a faith-
based engagement with the world. The Theory of Existential Harmony
provides the theoretical foundation for this valuable approach. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing the
Theory of Existential Harmony and an analysis of religious texts. The
Theory of Existential Harmony is used to elucidate this perspective, and
religious teachings are employed to support it. The study concludes that in
Islamic civilization, there is no place for either a worldliness that shuns
the afterlife or an otherworldly focus that renounces the world. The key
characteristic of an Islamic civilized society is its engagement with the
world with a faith-based and eschatological orientation.

Keywords
Faith, Civilization, Engagement with the world, World-renunciation,

Worldliness, Theory of Existential Harmony.
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Abstract

In this article, using a descriptive-analytical method, the author argues
that in the philosophy of German Idealists—with the exception of Hegel—
there is a notable absence of explaining reality as it is, of seeing truth
within it, and of grounding philosophy in the explanation of existing
reality. In the subjective worldview of Kant and Fichte, rationality and the
logic of epistemology and ontology are not attributed to objective reality.
Instead, only the subject possesses a conceptual logic that can
comprehend or even create ideas—although in Kant's view, sensation
plays a triggering role, it lacks its own internal logic. Consequently, the
realm of objective matters is always subsumed under the rational forms of
the subject. In Schelling's philosophy, the identity of nature and its
recognition in the rational sphere are accepted; however, the explanation
of this intelligibility in reality is still not possible through an objective
concept. Instead, it is left to the philosopher's intellectual intuition. In this
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state, the concept is once again based on the consciousness and rationality
of the subject. With Hegel, everything changes. Reality is rehabilitated,
and the concept returns to the logic of the thing-in-itself (or the objective
realm). As a result of the new definition of the concept that Hegel provides
in this article, he can also remove the idea and the absolute from their
abstract state, once again making the objective realm a subject of
philosophy, and saving philosophy from being subject-centric.
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Subjective, Objective, Concept, Absolute, Idea, Reality, Rehabilitation.
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Abstract

The possibility and nature of self-deception have been significant topics in
the fields of moral philosophy and psychology. The main approaches to
self-deception can be broadly categorized into two groups: intentionalism
and motivationalism. The most important distinguishing feature between
them is the condition of intentionally holding contradictory beliefs during
the process of self-deception. Gur and Sackeim sought to investigate the
four conditions of self-deception in individuals by designing a series of
experiments and to demonstrate how two contradictory beliefs can coexist
in different cognitive domains of a person. In the first experiment,
participants made errors in their self-reported identification of sounds,
while the electrophysiological skin response (GSR) electrodes indicated
correct identification in the subconscious, thus suggesting the presence of
contradictory beliefs within the individual. The data from this experiment
showed that the errors were motivational, stemming from individuals'
previous experiences and self-concepts. The second experiment
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demonstrated that experiences of success or failure—which alter an
individual's level of self-worth—directly influence their ability to identify
their own voice. In situations where individuals had experienced failure
and consequently felt fear or avoidance of confronting themselves, it was
more difficult for them to recognize their own voice. This was
accompanied by delays and negative errors in their responses. In contrast,
individuals who had experienced success and generally had higher self-
worth and self-esteem were less sensitive to self-confrontation and might
mistakenly interpret others' voices as their own, which could be seen as a
form of self-projection. According to Gur and Sackeim, these two
experiments provide empirical evidence for the self-deception hypothesis
and illustrate the influence of emotions and motivations—especially one's
state of self-worth—on cognitive choices such as identifying and making
errors in identifying one's own voice and others'. However, as we will
see, the experiments and their presented results face numerous
methodological, interpretive, and conceptual flaws, and ultimately fail to
provide a coherent picture of the conditions of ethical self-deception.

Keywords
Ethical self-deception, Reuben Gur, Harold Sackeim, contradictory beliefs,
electrophysiological skin response.
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Abstract

Literature has always served as a platform for exploring human identity
and existential issues. This research employs a comparative approach to
examine the similarities and differences between Franz Kafka's novel The
Metamorphosis and Aldous Huxley's Brave New World. The study
analyzes the methods used to represent the existential challenges of
modern humans and investigates the narrative and conceptual factors at
play in both works. It also dissects the social and philosophical themes
within these texts, highlighting the shared concerns of the authors
regarding social issues and the impacts of modernism. The findings of this
analysis show that the authors, through characterization and symbolic
narratives, have depicted the evolution of internal bureaucracy into the
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comprehensive totalitarian systems that are a product of global
modernism. Beyond their focus on alienation, social isolation, and the
impact of technology, these works have provided a framework for a better
understanding and mitigation of the existential challenges faced by
modern individuals. The use of a comparative approach in this analysis
has enabled a deeper examination of philosophical and social themes and
a better understanding of the effects of modernism on human identity.

Keywords

Kafka, Huxley, Modernism, Existential Challenges, Bureaucracy,

Alienation, Dystopian Literature.
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Abstract

This article first analyzes and critiques three major viewpoints on the
meaning of life using a conceptual analysis method: 1) the naturalistic and
non-religious view; 2) the non-naturalistic and nihilistic view; and 3) the
supernaturalistic, theistic, and religious view. The article then examines
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the issue of the meaning of life within the framework of these three
perspectives across ontological, epistemological, and axiological dimensions.
The study concludes, through a comparative method, that there is a strong
link between religious beliefs and the conviction that life is meaningful. It
is also shown that the question of the meaning of life is directly related to
the issue of human creation and whether or not it is considered
purposeful. The research demonstrates that in the process of answering
the question of the meaning of life, religious beliefs pointing to a
transcendent purpose and a purposeful creation provide a rational
foundation for considering life meaningful.The religion of Islam, with its
foundational principles, especially the idea of monotheism (Tawhid),
provides the necessary ground for a robust and clear answer to the
question of the meaning of life, saving humanity from aimlessness and
futility. Ultimately, life becomes meaningful through the knowledge of
God and a direct connection with Him.

Keywords
Meaning, Life, Meaning of Life, Islam, Qurb ila Allah (Nearness to God),

Khalifatullah (Vicegerent of God).
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Abstract

The principle of infallibility (‘isma), as the most crucial characteristic of
the imamate, can be discussed from various angles. One such aspect is its
scope. The scope refers to the period of the Imam's life and the actions and
attributes it encompasses. One approach to studying this issue is the
exegetical (explanatory) approach, as opposed to a comparative one. This
approach relies on revelatory texts to extract and infer propositions
related to the scope of infallibility, followed by their explanation and
analysis.To prove the temporal scope of the Imam's infallibility from the
beginning of birth, three Quranic verses—the verses of Sadiqin, Ibtila, and
Tathir—have been analyzed from a lexical and content-based perspective.
The argument posits that the absolute necessity of following the Sadigin
(the Imams, according to narrations), the denial of imamate to any
wrongdoer (zalim), and God's continuous creative will (irada takwini) for
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the purification of the Ahl al-Bayt are only consistent with the Imam's
infallibility from birth. Otherwise, a naqdh al-gharad (a contradiction or
inconsistency in the meaning of the verse) would arise, and the verses'
significance would not be clear.

Keywords

Imam, Exegetical infallibility, Temporal scope, Verse of Sadigin, Verse of
Ibtila, Verse of Tathir.
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Abstract

Aristotle’s methodology in physics has always been a subject of debate
among commentators. On one hand, commentators like Owen, by
emphasizing Topics, consider his approach to be dialectical, based on the
analysis of accepted beliefs (endoxa). In contrast, commentators like
Bolton, by focusing on the consistency between Physics and Posterior
Analytics, view his method as scientific-empirical, stressing the role of
sensory observation and induction in discovering general laws. This
article, using an analytical-comparative method and a close, comparative
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reading of key Aristotelian texts, including Physics, Posterior Analytics,
and Topics, as well as a conceptual analysis of key terms, examines the
apparent differences in the use of concepts like "universals" and
"particulars." The analysis reveals that these contradictions do not stem
from methodological inconsistency but from a difference in the levels of
knowledge. In Physics, "universal" refers to vague concepts close to
sensory perception, whereas in Posterior Analytics, universals are related
to abstract principles. Despite challenges such as ambiguity in the role of
dialectic and an incorrect comparison with modern science, Aristotle's
method is ultimately a synthesis of dialectic and empiricism. This
approach cannot be reduced to a single method; rather, it reflects an
interaction between philosophy and observation, aiming for a deeper
understanding of nature through conceptual analysis and empirical data.

Keywords
Aristotle, Aristotelian methodology, Aristotle's Physics, aporetic method,

endoxa, phainomena.
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