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The Epistemic Value of Extrasensory Experience Based
on the Tradition of Prophet's Household
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. Abstract

Extrasensory experiences refer to the reception and perception of
information from the outside world without the use of the five senses.
These phenomena have many manifestations, including dreams, spiritual
unveilings (mukashafa), inspiration (ilham), communication with spirits,
divination, near-death experiences (NDEs), telepathy, and more. Such
experiences have always accompanied humanity. During the Age of
Occultation (Ghaybah), resorting to these experiences to gain religious
knowledge is pursued for various purposes. Examining the epistemic value
of ESPEs and analyzing them epistemologically becomes crucial due to the
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diversity of these experiences and the potential for Satanic interference.
This article, using an analytical-descriptive method, investigates the
arguments for and against the epistemic value of this phenomenon based
on the tradition (Sirah) of Prophet's Household (AS). It also specifically
analyzes the epistemic value of ESPEs according to Tradition of Prophet's
Household, gathering necessary information through library research. The
findings indicate that none of the Islamic narrations definitively confirm
the epistemic validity of these experiences for non-infallible individuals,
especially in the waking state. Furthermore, the likelihood of epistemic
error, susceptibility to Satanic influences, and the weak evidentiary basis
of many reports make the acceptance of these experiences difficult.
Therefore, extrasensory experiences are valid only within the framework
of revealed teachings and cannot be used as an independent source for
religious knowledge.

Keywords
Extrasensory Experiences, Religious Knowledge, Tradition of Prophet's
Household, Epistemic Value, Validity, Dream.
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The problem of evil is a central challenge in theology and a core topic in
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the philosophy of religion. It's typically presented through two formulations:
the "logical argument” and the "evidential argument," both focusing on
the apparent inconsistency of evil with the existence of an all-knowing, all-
powerful, and all-benevolent God. John Hick categorizes responses to the
problem of evil—based on their acceptance or rejection of evils
incompatible with God's existence—into "general defeaters," "defenses,"
and "theodicies." Allameh Jafari found none of the existing responses to
the problem of evil within the Islamic philosophical and theological
traditions to be sufficient. He proposed new, overarching principles. Since
some of his statements might suggest an inconsistency to the reader, they
warrant collection, articulation, and comparison with contemporary
answers to the problem of evil. A key finding of this research is that
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Allameh Jafari's views require a two-stage explanation regarding the
problem of evil. In the first stage, he considers trials and hardships as
prerequisites for perfection or for reaching the "Malakuti Self" (Self of the
Divine Realm). This aligns with a type of Irenaean theodicy and is
comparable to Hick's soul-making theodicy. In the second stage, Allameh
Jafari believes that by transcending the "natural self' and attaining the
Malakuti Self, humans achieve a "higher understanding" where they
perceive no evil whatsoever. Consequently, there's no need to justify evils.
This second stage can be understood as a "general refutation" for the
existence of evils.

Keywords
Problem of Evil, Allameh JafariLife, Centrism, Cultivating the Spirit,
General Refutation.
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T~ Abstract

The claim of having a direct connection to Imam Mahdi (AS) and acting as
his deputy has been a recurring theme among false claimants throughout
history. Sheikh Tusi, in his book Al-Ghaybah, mentions several
individuals who made such assertions, including Muhammad ibn Nusayr
Numayri, Ahmad ibn Hilal al-Karkhi, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Bilal,
Husayn ibn Mansur al-Hallaj, Shalamghani, and Abu Dulaf al-Katib. In
recent centuries, others have adopted titles like "Guide of the Ummah,"

"Imam's Deputy,” "Intermediate Wali (guardian)," "Fourth Pillar,” or
"Channel of Grace" to claim a status similar to the special deputies of the
Imam. Sufis, with their concept of the Perfect Human and belief in the
Qutb (Spiritual leadership), also subscribe to the idea of a central, divine
human figure who, at any given time, acts as an intermediary between God
and His servants, serving as the channel through which divine grace flows
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to the Earth. Muhammad Gonabadi (Bichareh), known as Mulla Sultan
Gonabadi, is one of the most prominent contemporary Ni'matullahi Sufis
who has addressed this issue extensively in his numerous works. In his
explanations attempting to justify the position of the Sufi Qutb alongside
the Shi'a Imam, he describes them as the deputies of the Imams in
spreading the spiritual path (tariga). He further asserts that a "special
wilaya (spiritual guardianship) allegiance" must be paid to them. This
article aims to provide a clear picture of the Qutb's position in
contemporary Ni'matullahi Sufi thought through a descriptive, analytical,
and critical approach. We will then compare this concept with the doctrine
of deputyship (ni'abah) in Imamiyyah thought and present the criticisms
leveled against it.The findings of this discussion indicate that among Shi'a
Sufis, particularly the Gonabadis, the title of Qutb is considered equivalent
to the position of the special deputyship in Imamiyyah.

Keywords
Deputyship, Ni'matullahi, Imamiyyah, Mulla Sultan Gonabadi, Qutbiyyah
(Spiritual leadership).
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A New Look at the Exegetical Methods of Both Factions (Sunni
and Shia) in Interpreting Verse 55 of Surah Al-Ma'idah to
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* Abstract

Verse 55 of Surah Al-Ma'idah is among the most crucial and distinctive
verses used to prove the guardianship (Wilayah) of Imam Ali (AS). A proper
analysis of this verse can, by itself, refute numerous misconceptions.
Unfortunately, many commentators have exerted excessive effort to
address doubts concerning this verse, when, in fact, a precise
interpretation or hermeneutic understanding of it—using three distinct
Quranic methods, plus a semantic exploration of the words within the
verse—could eliminate the grounds for such doubts in the first place. Most
exegetes, in their interpretation of the verse, have resorted to narratives,
including occasions of revelation (sha'm nuzul) and explanatory or
interpretive traditions (riwayat mufassirah or mu'awwalah). However, the
doubts raised by skeptics often stem from a misunderstanding of the
semantic meaning of the word "Wali" and other terms in the verse.
Therefore, one of the most important focal points for Quranic research is
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the precise discovery and explanation of the meanings of verses and
ambiguous statements using a fresh analytical-descriptive method.
Undoubtedly, grasping the meanings of the Quran is impossible without
recognizing and understanding the meanings of its words. This has always
been a primary concern for religious scholars and exegetes: to delve into
the core of divine goals and purposes through a precise and fundamental
understanding of the lexicon. One of the most frequently used Quranic
terms is "Wali", which has been employed with various meanings.
Findings indicate that the word "Wali" in the Quran is used with meanings
such as offspring, material and spiritual guardianship/leadership, and
friend, and as a divine name and attribute. It is also frequently associated
with terms like "Uli al-Amr" (those in authority) and "obedience."
Therefore, the word "Wali" is a homonym (mushtarak lafzi). To accurately
understand its meaning, attention must be paid to its preceding and
succeeding contexts (gara'in), through which, along with its collocates
(ham-neshinan) and the verse's overall context (siyaq), the primary
meaning of the verse can be discovered. In verse 55 of Surah Al-Ma'idah,
the guardianship and Wilayah over the community are presented as being
analogous to that of the Prophet of Islam.

Keywords
Imam Ali (AS), Exegetical Method, Semantics, Guardianship, Wali.
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The General Outline of Islamic Thought in Karbala, Centered on
Imam Husayn's (AS) Eighth of Dhul-Hijjah Sermon in Mecca

Seyed Ali Asghar Alavi!

" Presenting religion in a coherent and systematic way, where various
religious propositions are meaningfully connected and describe a unified
spirit, is a serious need today. Such an outline is more trustworthy if
derived from an infallible text. Imam Husayn's (AS) last speech in Mecca V¥

possesses precisely this worthy characteristic, from which the general

outline of Islamic thought in Karbala can be inferred. In that sermon,
Imam Husayn (AS) articulated the fundamental principles of religion and
his own movement. This research aims to provide an analysis of this
general outline of Islamic thought, using an ijtihadi (analytical-inferential)
method, centered on one of Imam Husayn's (AS) key statements. The
study utilized a documentary method for data collection. In this research,
the main passages of the sermon were identified, and their meanings were
explained step by step within a structured, progressive framework. One of

the significant outcomes of this research is that it will make the reader's
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engagement with the words of the Infallibles active and problem-oriented,
leading to a disciplined, active, and vibrant understanding of crucial
concepts such as Tawhid (monotheism), Prophethood, and Ma'ad
(resurrection). Furthermore, it will provide a blueprint and plan for a

unified and cohesive thought system derived from lofty religious concepts.

Keywords
General Outline of Islamic Thought, Karbala, Imam Husayn (AS), Eighth
of Dhul-Hijjah Sermon, Mecca Sermon.
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s Abstract

This article uses a descriptive-analytical approach to explore Thomas
Aquinas's scattered writings on existence and its relationship with
essence. We'll examine this relationship across three key aspects:
composition, distinction, and superaddition. Throughout medieval
philosophy, there were many debates about how existence relates to
essence. For Aquinas, existence holds a special significance. He saw
existence as the actuality of all actualities and the perfection of all
perfections. This is why he used the term "existential act" (actus essendi)
to highlight the fundamental role of existence in his philosophical system.
Influenced by predecessors like Avicenna, Aquinas believed that all
created beings are composites of essence and existence, in addition to
other types of compositions. This isn't merely a mental construct; it's a
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composition of two components that are integral to the metaphysical
structure of an actual being. Beyond composition, Aquinas offered
numerous arguments to prove the metaphysical distinction between
existence and essence. However, he simultaneously rejected the idea that
existence is merely superadded to essence. The central question of this
article is to differentiate between these three aspects—composition,
distinction, and superaddition—and to understand how Aquinas affirmed
the composition and distinction of existence and essence while rejecting
the superaddition of existence to essence in his philosophy.

Keywords

Existence, Essence, Composition, Distinction, Superaddition, Thomas
Aquinas.
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