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Abstract

The problem of divine foreknowledge and its conflict with the human free
will is one of the oldest issues in Abrahamic religions. Solutions proposed
so far for the problem have deployed an absolutist approach to concepts.
This paper aims to solve the old problem by drawing on modern sciences,
particularly the findings of Einstein’s theory of relativity with its relativis-
tic approach. This research has been carried out with an analytic-critical
method after collection of data from available sources. In the theory of
relativity, an incident occurring in the future from the perspective of a
temporal observer occurs at present from the perspective of an atemporal
observer. Given this, we conclude that what is called ‘foreknowledge’ is
indeed foreknowledge from the perspective of a human observer, but from
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the viewpoint of an atemporal observer, it qualifies as knowledge of the
present, whether or not the observer is a material essentially temporal
being, which has—given the theory of relativity—incidentally been atem-
poral, or an immaterial essentially atemporal being like God. As a conse-
quence, an atemporal present piece of knowledge does not conflict the
human will just because it always knowledge of the present.

Keywords

Divine foreknowledge, human free will, determinism, Einstein’s relativity.
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Abstract

The new construction, ‘practical monotheism,” has led some to think that
the division of monotheism into theoretical and practical should be incor-
porated into kalam (Islamic theology). In this paper, I draw on a descrip-
tive, analytic, and critical method based on library sources to criticize this
claim, and through a critique of the evidence of this idea, I have concluded
that monotheism of acts cannot be a subject-matter of kalam in any of its
three senses: “monotheistic behavior,” “knowledge culminating in mo-
notheistic behavior,” and “imperative statements derived from theoretical
monotheism.” I provide a formulation of the second sense which might be
incorporated into kalam, but it is not what is meant by the theorist. Given
the contemporary use of the term, it is implausible to treat the idea as
theological, and the analogy of the bifurcation of theoretical/practical mo-
notheism to similar bifurcations in philosophy, ethics, mysticism, and that

of theoretical/practical reason is arguably a false analogy. Finally, I point
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to the subject-matter and purpose of kalam as well as the criterion of dis-
tinction of sciences to argue that practical monotheism—in the sense of
‘any tendency, temperament, and conduct in accordance with theoretical
monotheism or monotheistic disposition, character, and act in accordance
with the monotheistic outlook’—cannot be incorporated into kalam, just as
monotheism in the sense of belief in God’s oneness at all stages and act in

terms of the belief cannot be a subject-matter of kalam.

Keywords

Divisions of monotheism, theoretical monotheism, practical monotheism,

subject-matter of kalam, purposes of kalam.
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Abstract

The contrast between causal necessity and human free will has been a ma-
jor challenging problem throughout the history of Islamic philosophy and
theology. Many intellectuals have tried to solve the problem. Shahid Sadr
is a contemporary incompatibilist Muslim scholar who contributed to the
problem by borrowing and modifying Na’in1’s ‘theory of will’ (talab). He
has formulated the problem as follows: as long as the human action is not
necessitated as an instance of the principle of causal necessity it cannot
exist, and such necessity is incompatible with free will, so human actions
are deterministic. He then believes that the philosophical principle of “ne-
cessitation by the other,” as an aspect of causal necessity, finds an excep-
tion in free agents, and by adding the matter of dominion (saltana) to the
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three philosophical matters (i.e. necessity, possibility, and impossibility),
he has changed the principle from “the thing is not made existent as long
as it is not necessitated” to “the thing is not made existent except by ne-
cessity or dominion.” In this paper, we seek to provide an analytic account
of the ‘theory of dominion,” establishing its cogency and accuracy by reply-
ing to objections, and in this way, we try to do justice to the free will and
the problem of determinism.

Keywords

Theory of dominion, theory of will, free will, determinism and free will,
Shahid Sadr, Na’in.
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Abstract

In this paper we critically examine the nature of the moral in Nishida
Kitaro’s views, by drawing on a descriptive-analytic method, and through
a content analysis of some of his works. In Nishida’s view, the moral is
grounded in a number of fundamental philosophical propositions. This
requires some explanation, to which this research is partly devoted. The
main question is what a morally good action is in Nishida’s view? Accord-
ing to Nishida, a morally good action is one that spontaneously arises from
a moderate character. A moral action is characterized as genuine and non-
genuine. A morally good action leads one toward unity—unity with being,
one’s authentic self, and others. The desire towards the other and unity
with it constitutes the core of a moral ‘ought.” The notions of loyalty, love,

and responsibility towards others come from this desire or force. A good
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genuine action tends to unity and the center, whereas morally bad actions
tend toward plurality and escape from the center. The center rests on a
metaphysical foundation of the absolute entity. Nishida’s moral philoso-
phy is descriptive in character, lacking any normative dimension in the
most specific sense of the term. The paper ultimately aims to present
foundational and superficial critiques of Nishida’s latter idea. Finally, we

criticize and ask questions about the moral in Nishida’s philosophy.

Keywords
Morality, Nishida Kitaro, the moral, Kyoto School, emptiness, the good.
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Abstract

God’s manifestation is the fundamental basic ground of Yarsanist (People
of Haqq) worldview and ontology, which is dealt with in terms of a pecu-
liar philosophy. On this outlook, outstanding people are either manifesta-
tions of the divine essence or manifestations of divine attributes. The fail-

ure to discriminate the manifestation of the divine essence from its deter-
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minations and forms has been the main source of Yarsanist misinterpreta-
tions. Drawing on a descriptive-analytic method, in this paper we examine
and diagnose Yarsanist beliefs through their main texts, analyzing the
problem of the manifestation of the divine essence. We conclude that giv-
en the semantic variety of “essence” in theological texts of Yarsanism, the
manifestation of the essence differs at the stages of Yayl, Durri, and
Khwawandkari. Thus, the quality of the manifestation of the essence in
humans and the system of manifestation in ritual texts is, despite distor-
tions throughout Yarsanist theological periods, all but consistent with the
foundation of Ibn ‘Arabi’s school of theoretical mysticism and different
from oral beliefs of Yarsanist laypeople and theologians. It also shows that

the depth of epistemic texts is not known to their followers.

Keywords

Essence, manifestation, Yarsan, People of Haqq, Sultan Ishaq, Islamic
mysticism.
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Abstract

The northern area of Iraq, often known as the “Island” (Jazira), is home to
followers of a ritual known as “Yazidiyya” (Yazidism) or “Satanists.” These
labels do not apply to them out of animus, but because of the presence of
two main ingredients in this ritual—sanctification of Yazid and Satan, and
refusal to cursing them. One might wonder how these unusual un-Islamic
beliefs have found their way into this ritual. In this paper, I seek to answer
the question in order to account for the relation between Sufism and theo-
logical issues, and then drawing on the analytic-critical method and a
study of the sacred texts of Yazidism—namely, Rash and Jilwa—as well as
a scrutiny of the life of its founder, I conclude that ‘Adi Musafir—the
founder of Yazidism—was a student of Ghazzali brothers during his so-
journ in Baghdad, and then inspired by Ghazzalis, he came to believe in
the sanctity of Yazid and Satan, and thus refused from cursing them as a
practical duty. When he tried to establish his ritual around Sinjar Moun-
tains, he incorporated the two doctrines into his denomination.
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Abstract

School textbooks are undeniably crucial to the establishment of people’s
beliefs and thoughts during their adolescence. This paper aims to examine
and criticize the impact of Sufi literary texts selected for textbooks of Persian

literature on students’ susceptibility to sectarian beliefs. Drawing on the
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descriptive, analytic, and critical method, we have scrutinized six volumes
of Persian literature textbooks of the high school in Iran as well as sources
of the history of Sufism and Sufi books. In this paper, we present materials
that might lead to sectarian beliefs incompatible with the official denomi-
nation of the Islamic Republic of Iran (Shiism). We find that incorporation
of certain texts from authors with Ash‘arite Sufi beliefs in school textbooks
might negatively affect teenagers’ beliefs and performances, promoting a

spirit of passivism and determinism in the Iranian Shiite community.

Keywords

Textbook, high school Persian literature, students, Sufism.
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