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Examination of the Notion of Free Will in Transcendent Philosophy

Amir Rastin
PhD student, transcendent philosophy, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran
rastinamir@yahoo.com

Alireza Kohansal
Associate professor, Fedowsi University, Mashhad, Iran (corresponding author)
kohansal-a@um.ac.ir

Sayyed Mortaza Hosseini Shahroudi
Professor, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran
shahrud@ferdowsi.um.ac.ir

In this paper, we seek to provide a clear picture of the notion of free will in terms
of the principles of Transcendent Philosophy and remarks by Sadraean
philosophers. The most important extant definitions of free will in Transcendent
Philosophy consist in the following: “having multiple principles of knowledge,
desire, will, and muscular movements,” “having dual principles of knowledge and

EEINNY3

will,” “possibility of both action and omission,” “wanting both action and
omission,” and “independence of the agent and not being influenced by others.”
The most comprehensive and common interpretation of free will is to say that it is
to have will and knowledge, as this is interpreted in terms of the Transcendent
Philosophy, according to which both knowledge and will are like existence:
notwithstanding their conceptual distinction, they are present in all stages of
being, and despite their synonymy, they are graded. The comprehensive notion of
will which consists in delight, love, and consent begins with inferior instances
such as desire in the natural world and extends to God’s essential delight and
love. To refine the notion of will to existential love makes the acceptance of
human free will more rational and plausible despite the dominance of causes over
humans. Furthermore, consideration of human essential love and desire at the
stage of his epistemic existence before God (the divine archetype, al-‘ayn al-
thabit) accounts for the free will and answers some questions.

Keywords

Free will, Transcendent Philosophy, will, knowledge, delight.



Independence of Understanding Apparent Meanings of the Quran from
Rational science

Farajollah Mirarab
Associate professor, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran
mirarab@isca.ac.ir

Some Quranic scholars believe that for some verses of the Quran to imply their
meanings they require some productions of the theoretical reason. However,
features of the Quran show that although it is addressed to rational humans, for it
to imply its meanings it never needs arguments constructed by human reasons,
and to claim otherwise is contrary to the principles. The Quran is addressed to
“al-nas” (people), which include both those familiar with arguments of the
theoretical reason and those unfamiliar therewith. The Quran has characterized

9 EEINTS

itself as “manifest light,” “clarification,” “guidance,” and proof for beliefs and
practice. Moreover, to claim that the Quran needs theoretical reasoning goes
against the general challenge (tahaddri) of the Quran, its miraculous character, its
authoritativeness as evidence for the rightfulness of the Prophet, and the principle
that every thought should be contrasted to the Quran in order to be verified. Such
a claim implies an imperfection of the Quran in its power to imply its meanings.
This research is done with an analytic-critical and documentary method. It is
diametrically opposed to superficialism (za@hiriyya), and is intended to show the
perfectness of the Quran and block ways of personal interpretations thereof.
According to this theory, the reason or intellect should try to enhance its
understanding and an exegete is, of course, allowed to make rational inferences
and abstractions, but these have no role in completing the implication of Quranic
verses.

Keywords

Understanding the Quran, Appearance of the Quran, The Quran and theoretical

reason, The Quran and Intellectual Sciences.
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A Consideration of the Foundational Model of Religious Science

Mansour Nasiri
Associated professor, University of Tehran, Farabi College, Qom, Iran
nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir

Dr. Khosrow Bagheri has devised his model of religious science under the
“Foundational Model.” My main concern here is to evaluate this model. In this
paper, I introduce this view within five sections, and then criticize it on 10 points.
In my view, the Foundational Model faces major problems in its foundation and
its construction. Some of these problem are as follows: a black-and-white view of
scientology, determination of three areas in religion, the relationship between
religious knowledge and other kinds of knowledge, consequences of uncovering
the error of the hypothesis about religious texts, the introduction of “religious
metaphysics” or “metaphysics emerging from religion,” and the claim that
religion affects both realms of discovery and evaluation. Given my criticisms, it
turns out that the model cannot take a new step towards arriving at a religious
science.

Keywords

Religious science, Foundational Model, scientology, religious knowledge,
Khosrow Bagheri.



A Formulation of the Minimal Mechanism of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s
Theory of Dividing Sciences

Zolfaghar Naseri

PhD of Philosophy of Religion, University of Tehran, Farabi Pardis and researcher at Islamic
Sciences and Culture Academy

z.naseri@isca.ac.ir

Sayyed Jaber Nikoo
PhD student of moral philosophy, University of Qom
hinikoo@yahoo.com

Mohammad Reza Monsefi Sarvandani
MA, philosophy, Mofid University, Qom, Iran
monsefi65@gmail.com

Different theories have been formulated in order to settle the dispute between
science and religion. Some people have reappropriated sciences in favor of
religion, rejecting all achievements of sciences, while others emphasize on the
experimental method, rejecting religion altogether. A third group talks about a
peaceful interaction between science and religion. However, Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli has theorized about religious science in two ways: sometimes he refers to
all sciences as religious as a factual description and in ontological terms, and
sometimes he divides sciences into religious and non-religious in epistemological
terms. In this paper, we consider criteria of the theory in the process of
Islamization of sciences, and by reducing them to the subject-matter criteria, we
show the implications of this theory for sciences and how it can succeed in the
organization of sciences. It seems that a formulation of analytic arguments
gleaned from his writings and a comparison with rival theories can lead us to the
conclusion that the theory divides sciences with an theological view of the reality
of modern sciences or at least, it presents new criteria for the division of sciences
in such a way that, given this assumption we can have a minimal ground for the
division of sciences into Islamic and non-Islamic.

Keywords

Science-religion conflict, empirical method, religious science, Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli.
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An Interactive Theology of Religious and Scientific Knowledge: An Account
of the Relationship between Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s Theory and the
Problem of “Religious Science”

Mohammad Fathalikhani
Assistant professor, Hawzah and University Research Institute, Qom, Iran
mfkhani@rihu.ac.ir

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s theory of religious science is different in character from
other theories of religious science, although it has had influenced these other
theories in such a way that it might be deemed a meta-theory. The theory consists
in a main claim, a general argument, and two crucial conclusions. The main
question is that true science is religious and divine. The reason for this claim is
based on properties of discovering the truth, which consist in the following: (1)
the object of true science which aims at truth is a real entity, and thus it is created
by God, (2) true science is a divine inspiration, and (3) true science is religiously
reliable and authoritative in virtue of its veridicality. True, reliable science is not
in conflict with any other reliable methodical science. Thus, valid sources and
methods should not yield conflicting results. According to this theory, since
revelation (wahy) has a high epistemic status, religious texts count as reliable
epistemic sources. Therefore, if reliance on them yields knowledge of facts, the
result should be compatible with reliable rational methods. Hence, it is invalid to
understand religious texts without taking the results of other reliable methods of
knowledge into account. Moreover, knowledge of facts via reliable rational
methods without taking the results of the transmitted (ragli) method into account
is not sufficiently valid. Accordingly, rational and transmitted methods have an
interactive relationship in the process of arriving at knowledge of facts in the
world. The relationship does not merely hold if transmitted and rational methods
yield knowledge. Even if they yield probabilistic knowledge, the interactive
relationship still obtains.

Keywords

Religious science, religious knowledge, revelation, transmitted method, reason.



The Place of the Super-material World and Super-material Factors in
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s Theory of Religious Science

Ghasem Tarkhan
Assistant professor, Islamic Culture and Thought Research Institute, Qom, Iran
tarkhan86@gmail.com

Mohammad Reza Behzadi Moghaddam
PhD student, Islamic Culture and Thought Research Institute, Qom, Iran
mrbehzadi@yahoo.com

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s theory of religious science has recently attracted the
attention of scholars. In this paper, we ask about the role of super-material world
and super-material factors in the theory of religious science. In the first stage, we
consider notions of “science” and “religion,” as well as attributes of “religious”
and “scientific” and then the combined notion of “religious science” in his view,
showing his meticulousness in the distinction between two levels of analysis—
logico-philosophical and historico-sociological analyses of science. We then note
that a crucial point in the debate over religious science is a hierarchical view of
the world and the belief in a close tie between different worlds, which have both
been captured in Ayatollah Javadi’s theory. The approach culminates in a critique
of “methodological distinction” in sciences, replacing “subject-matter” with
“methodological synthesis” as a criterion for the distinction of sciences in
proportion to existential stages of the “subject-matter.” Thus, he proposes
“methodological synthesis” as a practical way out of the present problems of
sciences and out of theoretical impasses, although the subject-matter under
question might be one-dimensional and thus, only in need of deploying a unique
method. The outcome of this approach is what rightly deserves to be
characterized as both scientific and religious.

Keywords

Methodological distinction, material world, religious science, super-material
world, super-natural causes, methodological synthesis.
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A Consideration of the Role of Religion in Science

Mahdi Golshani
Professor, Sharif University of Technology, Tehran, Iran
golshani@sharif.edu

In this paper, I will first introduce various views of the relationship between
science and religion, and then I take up the view that science is along the religion,
specifying the religious (monotheistic) worldview as the main ground for
scientific activities, in light of which the role of religion in science will be
outlined within the following four areas: (1) Supplying the science with its
metaphysical presuppositions, (2) presenting an epistemological framework
broader than positivistic epistemology, (3) accounting for problems posed for
scientists, to which science fails to provide an answer, and (4) instructions as to
right uses of science and prevention of its destructive uses.

Keywords

Science and religion, science and Metaphysics, Science and epistemology,

Application of science.
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