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Semantic Meditations on the Nature of Moral Value
Mohammad Ali Mobini
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A deep gap between semantic and ontological features of value-categories has been
encouraged by some moral theories, in particular, the ones proposing a monotheistic
account of moral values. However, it seems that any successful ontological account of
values should be based on our conceptual and semantic intuitions. In this paper, I will
propose a semantics for good and bad, on the basis of which I will show that we find
some praiseworthiness and admirability in valuable and moral things and this is what
has been ignored in a theory like that of necessity in comparison to something else
which is proposed as a theory of value and a famous version of which is a monotheistic
one. Such a theory would suffer an unwanted consequence: our primary conceptions of
the valuability of the moral would not be reliable and our epistemic access to values
would be difficult, and for such difficulty, the epistemic and thus the moral deviations
and disputes would be more likely.

Keywords: value, morality, good, bad, theory of necessity in comparison to something
else.

Avicenna’s Theory of Action
Mahdi Zakeri
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According to Avicenna’s picture of the principles of volitional acts, humans perceive the
pleasure (utility/goodness) or pain (harm/badness) of a thing. Then they develop a
desire or an interest to that thing, on the basis of which a will arises, and then the
nerves or the agential faculties inherent in the muscles bring about muscular
movements and hereby the act is done. This is a general picture the components of
which can be gathered from different works of Avicenna, but these components are not
prima facie—or even in fact—consistent. One important feature of Avicenna’s theory of
action is that all the three of external faculties, (estimation) vahemah, and intellect (aq)
play their role in the perception of pleasures, but each perceives a particular kind of
pleasure in a particular manner. Moreover, Avicenna’s argument for the existence of
volition and the role of estimation and practical reason in actions seems problematic.

Keywords: Avicenna, volitional action, theory of action, practical reason.
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Modern Rationalityand the Crisis of Feqh (Islamic Jurisprudence)
Hossein Valeh
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Among the solutions proposed for the current crisis in Islamic traditional
Jurisprudence (Fegh) stands out the suggestion to reconstruct jurisprudential
rationality on the basis modern rationality. This solution involves too heavy
epistemological commitments, a revisionist approach to some of the received theorems
in the science of Osu/ and misuse of some the theological principles accepted almost
unanimously by Muslims. Therefore it fails to attract the attention of traditionalists. It
fails also because it merely shifts the kernel of the problem rather than solve it. This
solution shares the traditional approach it criticizes in one principal failure that is
responsible for the crisis; failing to adopt a contextualized approach to jurisprudence
rather than the atomistic.

Keywords:traditional rationality, modern rationality, jurisprudence
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Habibollah Baba’ee
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This is going to concentrate on the relationship between Sufism and civilization in
mystical thought and in Islamic history. In order to indicate this point, I will study,
theoretically, civilizational aspects of mystical statements and the contingency of
civilizational study of mystical issues. Also, I will follow this connection between Sufism
and civilization in the history of Islam to realize that civilizational function of Sufism is
not confined to the theory, rather it can work in reality as well. Based on this, Sufis had
decisive role in formulation of Islamic civilization. Consequently, without considering
of Sufism, it would be impossible either to understand Islamic heritage of civilization
(in the past) or to establish and to revive Islamic civilization (in the Future)

Keywords: Sufism, Civilization, Culture, This world, Piety, Welayat, Jihad, Society,
Politics.
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For Muslim philosophers, Islamic philosophical psychology is of much significance due
to the connection between knowledge of the self and knowledge of God in Quran and



Hadiths. Moreover, Quran and Hadiths have opened new horizons for Muslim thinkers.
However, one challenge for Muslim philosophers is to show the compatibility between
intellectual achievements and the implications of religious texts. Though most
theologians—following the religious texts—have advocated the theory of the ‘emergence
of the soul before the body’, almost all Muslim philosophers have considered this as
impossible and supported the view according to which the soul has emerged with or
after the body. The Sadraean view has an advantage over its alternatives, because it is
more compatible both with religious texts and with philosophical principles.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Createdness and Pre-eternity of the soul, soul and body,
resurrection.
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The issue of salvation is one of the most significant concerns of the two great
Abrahamic religions: Islam and Christianity. In Islam, salvation is the rescue from sins
and the divine dissatisfaction, and the achievement of a life with divine vicinity and
satisfaction in the light of the faith in God and the performance of good acts. But in
Christianity it is the rescue from the original sin and its consequences which might only
be possible by the divine grace and the sacrifice of the Christ. In this paper, I will deal
with the most important issues about the doctrine of salvation from Islamic and
Christian viewpoints.

Keywords: Salvation, Faith, Original Sin, Jesus the Christ, Sacrifice, Heaven, Hell.
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One important problem of Islamic studies today is the classification of sciences. In our
historical and civilizational past, Muslim philosophers and scientists have proposed
views about the classification of sciences, but given the development of sciences and the
rise of new problems today, we have faced challenges in the classification of sciences,
the investigation about which can remove some ambiguities and introduce new
solutions for the new classification of sciences, which is the topic of this paper.

Keywords: Classification of sciences, Challenges of the classification
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