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Avoiding the Third Dogma of Empiricism: Rejecting Representationalism in
Favor of Inferentialism

Meysam Mohammadamini

Assistant professor in Shahid Beheshti University, Research Center for Fundamental Studies of
Science and Technology

me_amini@sbu.ac.ir

Donald Davidson pronounces the distinction between “conceptual scheme” and
“empirical content” as the third dogma of empiricism. In this paper, I show that
Davidson’s objection is, indeed, directed at essential deficiencies in the
representationalist approach to meaning and knowledge. The central thesis of
representationalism is that the notion of representation should be taken as prior
and basic in an account of meaning and knowledge. Davidson’s main objection to
the representationalist approach is that we could not have a clear understanding of
the representation relation, for there is essentially nothing to make sentences and
theories true. After a brief sketch of representationalism and its alternative,
inferentialism, I discuss the possibility of rejoining Davidson’s objections from
an inferentialist view. In particular, the inferentialist can explain how linguistic
expressions are understood, and how a non-dualistic picture of the conceptual
could be provided. In the end, I try to show that, notwithstanding his objections to
the representationalist approach, Davidson is ultimately committed to a version of
representationalism, by emphasizing the role of “truth” in his account of meaning
and knowledge.

Keywords

Third dogma of empiricism, representationalism, inferentialism, conceptual

scheme, empirical content.



A Defense of Imperativeness of the Hypothetical Contract in Rawls’s Theory
of Justice

Omid Karimzadeh

Assistant professor in Shahid Beheshti University, Research Center for Fundamental Studies of
Science and Technology

o_karimzadeh@sbu.ac.ir

Methodologically speaking, the main component of Rawls’s theory of justice is
the notion of the original position. However, the most controversial component of
the notion of the original position is the notion of hypothetical contract. This pa-
per seeks to elaborate the role of hypothetical contract in the original position in
order to show that the imperativeness of hypothetical contract can be defended
against some objections. One way to defend the imperativeness of hypothetical
contract against the “argument from similarity” is to explain the imperativeness
of hypothetical contract by an appeal to further independent reasons with which
both sides can agree. Such a defense is also relevant to the distinction between
thin and thick veils of ignorance, and can be considered as a reason to prefer the
latter to the former. In this paper, I have elaborated the notions of the original
position and hypothetical contract, and then pointed to the distinction between
thick and thin veils of ignorance, delineating Rawls’s reasons for opting the thick
veil. I have then dealt with the question of whether hypothetical contract is im-
perative by itself or not, and I have then appealed to the argument from similarity
to defend a negative answer to the question. I have then elaborated Dworkin’s
objection to the imperativeness of hypothetical contract to show that there are
cases where hypothetical contract can be taken to be intuitively imperative. The
core of the above account consists of reasons that are plausible for both sides, and
can transfer their normative force to the hypothetical contract. I have finally pre-
sented another objection to the imperativeness of hypothetical contract and a min-
imal defense of it against the objection.

Keywords

Original position, hypothetical contract, argument from similarity, argument from

transitivity, constitutive arguments, epistemic arguments, Rawls, Dworkin.
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A Critique of Fakhr Raz1’s Theory of Painfulness of Sensational Pleasures

Mahmoud Saydi
Assistant professor at Shahed University
m.saidiy@yahoo.com

Mohsen Pishahang
PhD student of theological denominations, University of Religions and Denominations
mpf313@yahoo.com

An old challenging issue in the history of philosophy has been the problem of
pleasure and pain, and their relationship with true human happiness. Prominent
moral philosophers have tried to explain their nature and their role in human hap-
piness. Fakhr Raz1 has divided pleasures into the rational and the sensational,
taking bodily pleasures to be essentially painful, removing one from perfection
and true happiness. Fakhr Razi’s theory faces fundamental challenges, including
the following: counterexamples from sensational pleasures, such pleasures being
existent, rather than nonexistent, goodness of pleasures being modified by moder-
ateness, pleasantness of repeating sensational pleasures ignoring their existential
reality, that is, their agreement with the human nature.

Keywords

Fakhr Razi, pleasure, pain, human, rational pleasure, sensational pleasure.



Discourse as a Methodology for Civilization Studies

AbdolMajid Mobaleghi
Faculty member of Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
mobaleghi@gmail.com

Discourse is a methodology that yields a new understanding of how the history
has developed. The methodology aims to obtain a kind of awareness in a histori-
cal study, which cannot be obtained through classical traditions of historical stud-
ies. This methodology particularly helps us know the internal course of develop-
ments of a civilization and explain the logic of interrelationships between two
civilizations. The capacities of discourse studies for research on civilizations are
expressed by the focus of discourse on coherence mechanisms of a set, its focus
on the logic of correlation and coherence within a system of ideas, individual and
collective actions, expressions, techniques leading to the manifestation of social
power, and the epistemic background of the set. The capacities may well lead us
to undiscovered fields of studying a civilization—fields that are usually over-
looked by researchers. This paper aims to, firstly, show the possibility and man-
ner of deploying the discourse in studying the course of development of civiliza-
tions, and secondly, show the usefulness of such a study by applying it to a field
of study. I will seek to achieve an understanding of the mode of appearance and
significance of expressions, actions, and the arrangements of central notions in
three main fields of the Islamic civilization, through the application of discourse
methodology. The three fields consist in “early Islam,” “Medieval Islam,” and
“contemporary Islam.”

Keywords

Civilization, development study, discourse, genealogy, articulation.
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The Possibility of an Islamic Civilization in Today’s World
A Look at Foundations and Capacities

Alireza Vase’i
Faculty member of Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
a.vaseei@isca.ac.ir

Scholars of civilization agree over the historical existence of the Islamic civiliza-
tion and its unique role in the world civilization, as they acknowledge its vitality
throughout the history. However, given what the Islamic civilization has left and
the minor role it had in the world civilization in recent centuries, the question has
arisen for scholars and intellectuals of whether the Islamic civilization can still
have a dynamic competitive contribution to today’s world, which has undergone
fundamental changes. The present paper has, through a historical method and
scientific explanation, come to the conclusion that, despite its intentional or unin-
tentional inactivity, the Islamic civilization can have an effective role to play in
the world again, provided that the path is paved for its presence in the civiliza-
tional competition by Islamic civilization-making foundations and capacities.
Keywords

Islamic civilization, foundations, capacities, civilizational Islam, modern civiliza-

tion.



Social Theology and Islamic Civilization
(An Examination of the Views of Muhammed Fethullah Giilen)

Rasoul Nowruzi Firuz
Faculty member of Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
r.norozi@isca.ac.ir

Fethullah Giilen is a theorist of social theology whose theories are mainly focused
on the application of Islam to the modern condition. He emphasizes on issues
such as service, job, education, and, in general, the construction of a social world
based on Islamic concepts. Thus, his reading of Islam is in contrast with a politi-
cal reading of Islam, since he organizes the implementation of Islam as a social
phenomenon, regardless of a governmental path. In this paper, I seek to explore
and examine Fethullah Giilen’s views by reference to theoretical issues in civili-
zational studies. Giilen is an intellectual who claims to have provided theories
about the Islamic civilization. He tries to present a prescription for the encounter
between the Islamic world and Western modernity, which preserves the identity
of the Islamic civilization and is efficient as a solution for problems in the Islamic
world, while having as a consequence as few conflicts between the Islamic world
and the West as possible in order to secure both this-worldly and afterlife happi-
ness. The main difference between Giilen and many other Muslim intellectuals is
the way he approaches social activity and practice, and this has turned him into a
figure who is both a Muslim intellectual and a social leader, who tries to put his
thoughts about the reconciliation between Islam and modernity into practice.
Keywords

Identity, modernity, Islamic science, dialogue between religions, Islamic civiliza-

tion.
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Islamic Variety in the Civilizational Process

Habibollah Babaei
Faculty member of the Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
h.babaei@isca.ac.ir

This paper does not focus on a comprehensive general plan for the new civiliza-
tional path of Muslims (the positive approach), nor does it focus on delineating
differences and demarcations of the Islamic civilization from the secular civiliza-
tional model in today’s West (the negative approach). It focuses, instead, on “uni-
ty and plurality” as the main issue in the philosophy of Islam, on the one hand,
and the central challenge of the modern civilization, on the other. A focus on this
common issue—that is, the necessity of unity within the plural civilization and
their accommodation into modernity and tradition—can be a starting point in an
account of the Islamic civilizational model in the contemporary period. My civili-
zational proposal in this paper is to distinguish divine pluralities from ordinary
and mundane pluralities. In this outlook, the civilizational tawhid (or monothe-
ism) is not a negation of all kinds of pluralities; rather it is an accumulation of
divine and human pluralities, without which general ways will not be there, and
without divine general ways, no civilizational path will be there in the Muslim
community.
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