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Asrarnama, showing that in some cases, the disciple is not a human person, but it
nevertheless respects the master. In this work, masters and disciples appear in
different types, one of the most significant ones is that of apparently mad characters
as masters. In this paper, we examine the vertical dialogue between masters and
disciples and the character types of the former as to whether it is a mundane,
terrestrial character or an extra-terrestrial one, and whether it is concrete or abstract,
and whether a master might be a non-human person or even an animal and yet guide
people.

Keywords: Disciple, Master, Asrarnama, Attar, Monologue.
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Ghazali's Theory of Mean for Moral Virtues

Hossein Atrak
Associate professor at Zanjan University
atrakhossein@gmail.com

Ghazalt's moral theory is a version of virtue theory, consisting in fact of three
philosophical, traditional (hadith-based) and mystical aspects, with the latter two
playing a more prominent role than the former. On the one hand, he follows the
Aristotelian theory of the mean according to which moral virtue is a mean between
the two extremes of vice, and on the other hand, in addition to rational reasoning, he
takes Sharia to be a criterion of virtues as well, determining moral virtues on the basis
of Quranic verses and hadiths. In general, he takes wellbeing to be the particular
perfection of a being, and in particular, he takes human wellbeing to be knowledge of
the natures of things. It seems, however, that in addition to knowledge, he takes four
other factors-external good, bodily virtues, moral virtues and afterlife wellbeing-to be
part of human wellbeing, the first three of which play a preparatory role in the latter.
The real human wellbeing, he thinks, is meeting God. Ghazali has his own
contributions in the theory of mean concerning moral virtues, such as adding a faculty
of justice to Plato's three faculties, a new definition of practical reason whose function
is to move the body and to manipulate appetitive and anger faculties, a new definition
of the virtue of justice, adding the criterion of Sharia to that of reason as a criterion for
determining the mean, providing a hadith-based argument for the theory of the mean,
adding religious and sufistic virtues to the inventory of moral virtues.

Keywords: Ghazali, Moral Virtue Theory, Theory of the Mean, Success Virtues.

Symbolism of Master and Disciple in Attar al-Nayshaburi's Asrarnama

Mansour Nikpanah
Assistant professor at Sistan and Balouchestan University
m.nikpanah@yahoo.com

Ebrahim Nouri
Assistant professor at Sistan and Balouchestan University
enoori@theo.usb

Hossein Amiri
Master of Persian Language and Literature

Islamic mysticism is reflected in the most beautiful parts of the Persian literature.
Attar is a mystic-poet with a particular style of writing in mystical literature, and his
Asrarnama (The Letter of Mysteries) is an attempt to disclose mystical secrets to the
readers. One significant issue in Islamic mysticism is the relation between master and
disciple. Asrarnama frequently mentions master (murad), oldster (pir), senior (mihtar)
and the like, and it talks about their advice to the novice. In this paper, we have
examined the type of relation between master and disciple in Attar al-NayshabiirT's



Christianity has collapsed. In this age, the contemporary human being is suffering
aglobal nihilism. Thus Nietzsche tries to provide a meaning for the life of
contemporary human beings in terms of their mundane, Earthly lives and the will to
power, whose upshot is to welcomethe mundane life and defeat global nihilism. In
this paper, after explicating and criticizing Nietzsche's view, we will show that his
proposal provides us with no way out of nihilism.

Keywords: Nietzsche, Meaning of Life, Death of God, Will to Power, Contemporary
Western Human Being.

Naturalism in Contemporary Moral Philosophy
With a Focus on Instances of Applying Empirical Sciences in Moral
Philosophy

Jalal Peykani
Professor at Payam Noor University
jpaykani@yahoo.com

Since moral naturalism is not well-known in Iran, in this paper I will first provide an
explication of what this view is, and I will then examine its advantages and
disadvantages. In order to show what moral naturalism is, I focus on some prominent
versions of moral naturalism, that is, ontological and methodological naturalisms,
showing that the former is more controversial, but the latter, having a close tie to
sciences, is much more worthy of consideration. I have shown why moral
philosophers should not overlook moral naturalism, and in particular, its
methodological version.

Keywords: Moral Philosophy, Naturalism, Naturalization, Moral Psychology.

Normativity of Meaning in Kripke's Skeptical Argument

Jafar Morvarid
Assistant professor at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
morvarid@um.ac.ir

In this paper, I will first introduce Kripke's skeptical argument, explicating the
condition of the normativity of meaning. Kripke takes the normativity condition to be
essential for any theory of meaning. I will go on to distinguish weak and strong
notions of normativity, showing that Kripke's argument is ambiguous in this respect. |
will then discuss McGinn's and Boghossian's interpretations of Kripke's view about
normativity. According to McGinn's interpretation, normativity is an inter-temporal
notion, and this gives rise to an objection to Kripke's generalization of his skepticism
from linguistic content to mental content. Boghossian criticizes McGinn's
interpretation, objecting to his criticism of Kripke's argument. I will make another
objection to McGinn's view, showing that Boghossian has provided a more precise
reading of normativity and skeptical argument.

Keywords: Kripke, Skeptical Argument, Normativity of Meaning, Boghossian, McGinn.
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A Rediscovery of the Nature of Virtues
With a View on Linda Zagzebski's Theory

Gholamhossein Javadpour
PhD of Philosophy of Religion, Qom University
ghjavad@yahoo.com

'Virtue' and 'vice' are common terms in moral philosophy and applied ethics about the
nature of which there has been a lot of discussion. In recent decades, with the
reemergence of virtue ethics and the introduction of virtue theory in epistemology, it
has become much more important to rediscover the notion, as some epistemologists
have engaged in the analysis thereof. The contemporary epistemologist and moral
philosopher, Linda Zagzebski, takesthe nature of moral and rational virtues to be
identical. She first adopts a negative approach in her analysis of the nature of virtues,
explicatingthe difference between virtues and other notions such as skills,
dispositions, intrinsic abilities, habits, rational habitudes, and emotions. In the positive
stage of her approach, Zagzebski takes virtues to be matters of behavioral habits,
having two general components: internal motivation and success in achieving the
intended goal. Given the significance of virtues with respect to the problems and
structures of some disciplines such as ethics and epistemology, in this paper I will
deal with the nature of virtues and their difference withsimilar categories, with a view
on Zagzebski's theory.

Keywords: Virtues, Vices, Habits, Emotions, Skills, Motivations, Zagzebski.

A Critical Analysis of Nietzsche's Theory of the Meaning of Life

Meysam Shadpour
PhD student of Islamic Philosophy, Bager al-Oloom (a) University (Corresponding author)
Shadpoor6348@gmail.com

Sayyed Mahmoud Musawi
Associate professor, Bager al-Oloom (a) University
Smmusawi@gmail.com

The problem of the meaning of life is an essential question previouslyapproached by
contemporary western human beings in terms of Christianity, but according to
Nietzsche, human beings are now in an age when the belief-value framework of
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