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Abstracts

Quran as a Speech, rather than a Text; a Critique of Abu Zayd's Latest
View about Revelation and Quran

Abdollah Nasri
Professor at Allameh Tabatabaee University.
Email: Nasri_a32@yahoo.com.

In the last years of his life, Abu Zayd developed a new view concerning revelation
and Quran. He no longer viewed Quran as God's speech; he identified it as a fallible
speech of the Prophet that counts as an appropriate response to the questions of people
then. For Abu Zayd, Quran is a result of the Prophet's dialogue with Arabs, and
indeed, a narration which reconstructed and interpreted by the narrator. Quran does
not count as a single coherent text; it rather counts as a set of speeches. According to
this theory, Quran is a result of the Prophet's dialectical relation with social events and
Arabs' questions from the Prophet-all this contributing to the process of producing
Quran. Since in this speech theory different conditions of expressing things are in
view, it should be accepted that the Prophet changed and modified some of his views
over time. Quran as a speech counts as a fragmentary text whose differences and
contradictions can be justified, since each speech has been made in appropriate
circumstances and for a certain audience. On this theory, Quran is never considered as
a legislative text that is meant to express a series of eternal judgments. In this paper, I
explicate, evaluate and criticize Abu Zayd's view and seek to show the shortcoming of
his theory as well as the reasons why such a theory is developed.

Keyword: Quran, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Narration, Dialogue, Text, Speech,

Understanding.

Abortion and the Species Essence Argument

Alireza Alebouyeh
Assistant Professor at Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy.
alireza.alebouyeh@gmail.com.

A variety of arguments have been made to show that abortion is, from the time of
fertilization, impermissible, arguments such as species essence argument, argument
from human sanctity, slippery slope argument, potentiality argument, argument from
a future like ours, and the probability argument. In this paper I will first examine the



species essence argument according to the materialist views of Western philosophers
and I will then go on to provide new versions of the argument on the basis of Islamic
Peripatetic, Illuminationist, and Transcendent Philosophies. The focus here is
primarily the moral judgment concerning abortion regardless of considerations such
as a threat to the mother's life with which the judgment might change.

Keywords: Abortion, Moral Judgment, Materialist Views, Species Essence Argument.

Paradox of Confirmation; An Examination of Solutions Based on the
Rejection of Equivalence Condition and Some Other Solutions

Mansour Nasiri
Assistant Professor of University of Tehran-Farabi Campus
nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir

The Paradox of Confirmation is a result of two principles: first, Nicod's principle or
criterion; second, the equivalence principle or condition. Thus solutions proposed for
the paradox are of two types: first, the ones based on rejecting Nicod's principle, and
second, the ones based on the rejection of equivalence condition. In the present paper,
I will review the Paradox of Confirmation and four solutions to it, two of which are
based on the rejection of the equivalence condition. The third (Lipton's) is, in my
view, based on the rejection of Nicod's principle, and the fourth is somehow derived
from issues in modern logic and is focused on the existential content of the subject-
matter of two theorems of the principle and its contraposition. Finally I propose my
own assessment in which the logical aspect of the problem is distinguished from the
psychological one, and within the logical aspect, positive and negative aspects are
separated.

Keywords: Paradox of Confirmation, Hempel, Nicod's Criterion, Equivalence
Principle, Selective Confirmation, Comparative Inferenc, Lipton.

An Internalist Account of Moral Intuitionism (According to Non-Doxastic
Foundationalism)

Behrouz Mohammadi-Monfared
Faculty of Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy.
b.mohammadi.m@gmail.com.

In this paper I seek to provide an internalist account of moral intuitionism by
employing Fumerton's and BonJour's model of non-doxastic foundationalism, that is,
to account for the justification of moral beliefs in terms of existent entities that are
internal to the subject, present to him. In other words, this account takes as basic the
existent entities in order to stop the justificatory chain of moral beliefs. Accordingly,
states of moral consciousness and moral intuitive knowledge has three aspects and
these three states of consciousness are sufficient for determining the foundation of the
justificatory chain of moral beliefs: (a) direct consciousness of rightness of some act,
such as goodness of justice, (b) direct consciousness of belief concerning rightness
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thereof, and (c) direct consciousness of the relation between these two states. In order
to do this I will first deal with the justification of moral intuition. I will then provide
an internalist account of moral intuitionism that is epistemologically based on non-
doxastic foundationalism, and I will finally respond to such problems as regress, the
unconscious and the layman's knowledge of moral intuitions.

Keywords: Regress Argument, Moral Intuition, Justification of Moral Belief,
Internalist Account, Reliabilism.

A Proposal for a Way out of the Deadlock of Internalism-Externalism
Dispute

Jalal Peykani
jpaykani@yahoo.com

The internalism-externalism dispute has in fact led contemporary epistemology to a
deadlock. Attempts have been made to find a way out of this two of which are very
important. One is William Alston's attempt by reconciling the foundation component
and the truth-aptness component, and the other is made by two well-known
epistemologists, Ernest Sosa and Linda Zagzebski, in terms of virtue epistemology.
Alston has, however, proposed a revolutionary idea according to which all epistemic
criteria, whether internalist or externalist, are of use in certain contexts. A
consideration of such attempts shows that one might hope for a way out of this
deadlock. The importance of such attempts is that they exhibit a deeper insight
concerning knowledge, since they take knowledge to be partly constructed by the
mind and partly produced by the correspondence of mind with the world.

Keywords: William Alston, Foundation, Truth-Aptness, Ernest Sosa, Linda Zagzebski,
Virtue Epistemology.

The Social Thought of Khawarij

Habibollah Babaee
Assistant Professor at Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy.
habz109@gmail.com.

Khawarij did not have a coherent, thought-through about society, but some of their
religious and moral beliefs had deep effects on the formulation of their behaviors in
social domains. Their social approach can both be sought in their cultural and
personal origins and their connections with the class of Qaris and their Arabic
backgrounds, and in their beliefs and rules of conduct and moral principles, such as
"religious egoism and the gap between 'T' and 'Other’ in the society of Muslims", the
principle of "non-discrimination of faith (faith is general and not a whole), the
principle of "simplicity and explicitness", the principle of "piety" and the principle of
"extension of a sin from one individual to another".

Keywords: Ethics of Religiosity, Discrimination, Religion and This World, ego and the

Other.



The Illusory Time in Quran and Hadith

Alireza Kohansal
Assistant Professor of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Masoumeh Arefi
M. A. Student in Islamic Philosophy and Theology (Corresponding Author).
m.arefi1367@gmail.com

The problem of incidence (hoduth) and eternity (gidam) of the world has always been
a matter of much controversy among Islamic philosophers and theologians. Islamic
philosophers believed in the eternity of the world and theologians (Mutakalimin)
believed in the temporal incidence of the world and thus they needed a time preceding
the world. In order to account for temporal incidence, some theologians assumed a
time that lacks the features of the real time and called it illusory time. In order to
establish illusory time, they appealed to some Quranic verses and Hadith concerning
the time of creation or God's precedence to the world. Opponents have invoked other
Quranic verses and Hadiths against them and justified the ones implying time as being
in accord with layman's understanding or non-temporal persistence. In this paper we
consider the textual arguments of the two parties concerning illusory time, and finally
conclude that though some Hadiths rather strongly denote illusory time, such a notion
is not supported by Hadiths all things considered.

Keywords: Time, Illusory Time, Quran, Hadith.
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