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Abstracts

An Analysis of the Literary Language of the Quran
On the Basis of criticizing the theory of the distinction between literary lan-
guage and the ordinary one

Valiyullah Hasoomi
Assistant Professor, Sistan-o-Baluchestan University
Dr.hasoomi@theo.usb.ac.ir

The global mission of the Quran, leading the whole mankind to the right path, re-
quires the use of a language that everyone can speak with. This possibility is provided
by a literary language. In this paper, I shall argue for the view that the language of the
Quran is literary, and on the basis of the theory of the inseparability of the literary
language from the ordinary one, I will analyze the nature and requirements of the
Quran's literary language. I define the Quran's literary language with different features
from the ones common in contemporary exegesis; features such as meta-normativity,
artistic ambiguity, multi-layer significance, fundamental fitness, and pure realism of
the Quran. These features, given the literary language of the Quran, show that the
difference between the language of the Quran and the ordinary language only arises
from the role it plays in the Quranic discourse.

Keywords: The Quran, Literality, Literary Language, Ordinary Language, Standard
Language.

The Exsanguination of Ishmael and the Style of Divine Commands in Sharia
Ali Asghar Mohammad Zadeh

aamohammadzadeh110@gmail.com

In this paper I will refer to interpretations of Abraham's exsanguination of Ishmael
given by Augustine, Aquinas, and Kierkegaard, and I will then propose my own solu-
tion for the paradox of moral rational laws and the laws of sharia. Appealing to Abra-
ham's faith and trust in God's justice, I will reply to objections. All things considered,
it seems that if we want to take divines commands such as the case of Abraham and
Ishmael to be ordinary and frequent in sharia, this will lend us an unpleasant concep-
tion of religion. So the style of a divine command in such cases cannot be generalized
to cases of ordinary divine commands. Therefore we should subject divine commands
to certain constraints. I shall propose three main constraints regarding the number, the
particularity of the law and the subject-matter, and the necessity of men's knowledge



of the laws-these are necessary for keeping open the space of rationality in assessing
the tentative laws of sharia.

Keywords: Tentative Commands, Exsanguination of Ishmael, Examining Abraham,
Reasons of Examining, Types of Examining.

The Influence of Empirical Sciences in Knowing the Apparent Meanings of
the Verbal Evidence; Some Rules (relying on knowing the underlying rea-
sons of the laws)

Hassanali Aliakbarian
Faculty Member of the Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
Ha.aliakbarian@gmail.com

The relation between sciences and religion has been studied from different points of
view, but it has not been studied much from the viewpoint of issues in "Usil al-figh
(the principles of the Islamic jurisprudence). In this paper, I will study the influence of
empirical sciences on knowing the apparent meanings of the verbal evidence of the
Quran and the tradition, replying on knowing the underlying reasons of the laws of
sharia. I have sought to formulate these in terms of some rules. Some of these rules
are as follows: the scientific interpretation can be accepted just in case it fits the type
apparent meanings of the time when the law was issued; the new fitting is accepted in
the case of the earlier apparent meaning without the new apparent meaning; the new
apparent meaning is reliable because of the scientific result in addition to an error in
the previous apparent meaning; and the new apparent meaning-which is based on
scientific results-can deepen the previous apparent meaning.

Keywords: Empirical Sciences, Apparent Meanings, Underlying Reasons of the Laws,
Scientific Interpretation.

Knowledge and the Sensitivity Condition
Mahdi Ranaee

Institute for Research in Fundamental Sciences, Tehran
mhdrnee@gmail.com

Appealing to counterfactual conditionals, Robert Nozick seeks to provide an alterna-
tive analysis of knowledge that is not only immune to Gettier-like counterexamples,
but can also overcome other counterexamples faced by other alternative analyses of
knowledge. In addition to the two conditions of truth and belief, Nozick's analysis has
two counterfactual conditions, the most important of which is his third condition
known in the literature as the sensitivity condition, leading to tremendous discussions.
For example, Collin McGinn and Saul Kripke try to show that this condition is prob-
lematic for one or another reason. In this paper, I will show that there are some replies
to the objections raised by McGinn and Kripke, but I will finally show that the sensi-
tivity condition is implausible because of Kripke's counterexamples.

Keywords: Knowledge, Gettier-like Counterexamples, Sensitivity Conditions.
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A Defense of Voluntarism against Rival Views
Mehdi Amiriyan

Institute for Research in Cognitive Sciences, Tehran
mehdiamiriyan@gmail.com

Voluntarism seeks to distinguish volitional actions from the non-volitional ones. On
this view, volition is a mental action related to beliefs and desires; and it is actualized,
it cause an event or a chain of events in the world. The view is in contrast with views
of philosophers such as Anscombe, Davidson, and Hornsby. In this paper, I will first
introduce the rival views, and their differences. I will then go on to E. J. Lowe's vo-
luntarism, showing that it can handle the problems rival views face. In the end, I will
reply to some objections.

Keywords: Intention, Volition, Trying, Agent Causality, Reason.

Sayyid Murtada's I'tizal; an Examination and a Critique

Hossainali Yousefzadeh
Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
hosainyousefzadeh@yahoo.com

Some people like Khayyat, "Ash’ari, and Ibn Taymiyya have claimed that some Shiite
scholars, such as Sayyid Murtada, have been influenced by the theological (kalamt)
views of rationalist Mu’tazila. Some great scholars of Imamiyya such as Shaykh
Mufid have rejected this claim. In this paper, I will compare the views of two figures,
the Shiite scholar, Sayyid Murtada, and the Mu’tazila theologian, Qadi "Abd al-
Jabbar, in order to show that Sayyid was not influenced by Mu’tazila in general and
Qadt 'Abd al-Jabbar in particular. Moreover, he has defended the original thoughts of
Imamiyya, though he defended Imamiyya with the common theological methods of
his own time. Sayyid Murtada is alleged to have been a pupil of Qadi "Abd al-Jabbar,
but considerable differences between these two figures can undermine this claim as
well.

Keywords: Shiite Theology, Sayyid Murtada, Qadi = Abd al-Jabbar, Mu’ tazila, Im-
amiyya, Reason.



Ibn Tufayl's Hayy b. Yaqzan from Essentialist and Constructivist Points of
View

Zolfaghar Nasseri
University of Tehran, Pardis of Farabi (corresponding author).
znsadr@ut.ac.ir

Mansour Nasiri
Assistant Professor of the University of Tehran, Pardis of Farabi
nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir

There are two views, in the philosophy of religion, on whether or not there is a com-
mon core to religious experiences: essentialism and constructivism. Essentialists em-
phasize there being one or more common cores to all religious experiences in all reli-
gions. In contrast, constructivists hold that there is not any pure experience, all sorts
of religious experiences being formed by the complicated process of the system of
beliefs or conceptual structures. In Islamic philosophy after Ibn Sina, however, there
is a kind of tradition of writing a story of 'Hayy b. Yaqzan'. According to Ibn Tufayl's
version of the story, if a human infant grows in an island isolated from other human
beings, he might be able to develop monotheistic thoughts on the basis of his divine
nature and his inner experiences. In this paper, we seek to show that the story of Hayy
b. Yaqgzan has an essentialist color. Finally we criticize the story from a constructivist
point of view.

Keywords: Religious Experience, Essentialism, Constructivism, Ibn Tufayl, Story of
Hayy b. Yaqzan, Language/Thought Relation.
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