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" Abstract

The theory of the Vicegerency of Humankind (Khilafat-e Naw'-e Insan) claims
that the exemplar of the Caliph (Khalifah) in verse 30 of Surah Al-Bagarah
is not limited to a specific individual or individuals, but rather,
vicegerency (khilafat) has been ordained for the essence of humanity.
Based on this, every individual, to the extent that they proceed on the
correct path of belief, ethics, and action, actualizes the Divine Names
(asma’ Ilahi) within themselves from potential to actuality, and to that same
extent, vicegerency manifests in them in a weak, moderate, or complete
form. However, the question is: upon what evidence is the generalization
of this lofty station to all human beings based, and do these pieces of
evidence possess the necessary solidity and support from religious texts?
The importance of addressing this issue stems from the fact that this
theory universalizes the exclusive station of vicegerency and divine
representation, potentially deeming even disbelievers, polytheists, and
corrupt individuals as having this station, and believers as having it under
certain conditions, in actuality. The present research, utilizing an
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analytical-critical approach, examines the evidence for this theory and
concludes that the presented arguments lack the necessary strength and
are not in harmony with verses and narrations. Therefore, humankind as a
whole cannot be considered the exemplar of the station of Divine
Vicegerency, and the theory of the Vicegerency of Divine Proofs (Khilafat-e
Hujaj Ilahi) is more consistent with religious texts, reason, and logic.

Keywords
Vicegerency of Humankind, Caliph of God (Khalifatullah), Teaching of the

Names, He Taught Adam (‘Allama Adam), Divine Proof (Hujjat llahi).
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