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1. See l. R. Netton, Muslim Neoplatonists: An Introduction to the Thought of the
Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-safa’) (London: Allen & Unwin, 1982), p.19.

2. F. E. Peters, Aristotle and the Arabs: The Aristotelian Tradition in Islam (New
York: New York University Press/ London: University of London Press, 1968),
p.3.

3.ibid., p.8.

4. See Netton, Muslim Neoplatonists, p.19.

5. 1. R. Netton, Allah Transcendent: Studies in the Structure and Semiotics of
Islamic Philosophy, Theology and Cosmology (London: Routledge, 1989), p.x
and passim.
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7.ibid., p.7.

8. Evelyn Waugh

9. Sword of Honour (London: Chapman & Hall, 1965), p.395.

10. Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp. 7-8.

11. Ammonius Saccas

12. John philoponus

13. Contra Aristotelem

14. Simplicius

15. See hisIn Aristotelis de Caelo Commentaria, ed. I. L. Heiberg, Commentariain
Aristotelem Graeca, vol. VII (Berlin: Reimer, 1984); see aso Netton, Allah
Transcendent, pp. 65-6, 94n. 197. See also areconstruction of Philoponus’ text in
C. Wildberg (trans.), Philoponus, Against Aristotle, on the Eternity of the
World (London: Duckworth, 1987).
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28.
29.

30.

Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.66.

Seeibid., pp.66-9.

Porphyry

Peters, Aristotle and the Arabs, p.9; see also Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.8.
See Plotinus, Enneads, trans. A. H. Armstrong, The Loeb Classical Library (7 vols,
London; Heinemann/ Cambridge, Mass. Harvard University Press, 1966-). (This
contains the Greek text with facing English trandation.)

lamblichus

Proclus Diaglochus

See Netton, Muslim Neoplatonists, p.36; Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.10-11.
Eisagoge

Liber de Causis

Theology of Aristotle (Theologia Aristotelis)

See Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.9-13.

Theologia Aristotelis

See Mgjid Fakhry, A History of Islamic Philosohy, 2nd edn (London: Longman/
New York Columbia University Press, 1983), p.19; Netton, Allah Transcendent,
pp.13, 59.

For a more elaborate survey of the significance of Alexandria, see Netton, Allah
Transcendent, pp. 7-13. For the late Alexandrian Syllabus, and especialy the im-
portance of Porphyry, see Dimitri Gutas, ‘Paul the Persian on the classification of
the parts of Aristotle's philosophy: a milestone between Alexandria and Baghdad',
Der Islam 60 (2) (1983). See also Dimitri Gutas, ‘ The starting point of philosophi-
cal studiesin Alexandrian and Arabic Aristotelianism’, in William W. Fortenbaugh
(ed.), Theophrastus of Eresus: On his Life and Work, Rutgers University Stud-

iesin Classical Humanities 2 (New Brunswick/ Oxford: Transaction Books, 1985).
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32.
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37.
38.

Aydin Sayili, ‘Gondeshapur’, in Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, vol.ll
(Leiden: E. J. Brill/ London: Luzac, 1965), p. 1120; see also Netton, Allah Tran-
scendent, p.14.
Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.14.
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40. See B. Carra de Vaux, ‘Al-Sabi’a’, in H. A. R. Gibb and J. H. Kramers (eds),

Shorter Encyclopaedia of |lam (Leiden: E. J. Brill/ London: Luzac, 1961), pp.
477-8; see also Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp. 15-16.

41. See al-Shahrastani, Al-Milal wa’l-Nihal, part3, pp.88ff., part4, pp.3-25, in Al-Fisal

fi'l-Milal wa’I-Ahwa’ wa |-Nihal Li’l-lmam Ibn Hazm...wa ma’'ahu Al-Milal
wa’l-Nihal Li’'l-Shahrastani, vol.l: parts 1-3, vol.ll: parts 4-5 (Cairo: Matba' a
Muhammad ‘Ali Sabih, 1964). The Sabaeanss were by no means monolithic: how-
ever, ‘Shahrastani probably understood Sabianism mainly in terms of its neo-
Platonic variety’ (Brue B. Lawrence, Shahrastani on the Indian Religions, Re-
ligion & Society 4 (The Hague/ Paris: Mouton, 1976), p.63).

42. See Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.16.
43. Seeibid.



44. George N. Atiyeh, Al-Kindi: The Philosopher of the Arabs (Rawalpindi: Islamic
Research Institute, 1966), p.5.

45. ibid., p.6

46. Atiyeh

47. ibid.

48. ibid., p.14, n.3; see dso Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.45.

49. These events have been described in many places. See, for example, D. Sourdel,
‘The *Abbasid cdiphate’, in P. M. Holt, Ann K. S, Lambton and Bernard Lewis,
The Cambridge History of Islam (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1970), vol.l, pp.123-4; Hugh Kennedy, The Prophet and the Age of the Cali-
phates, A History of the Near East, vol.l (London/ New Y ork: Longman, 1986),
pp.163-4.

50. See Sourdel, op.cit., p.126; Kennedy, op.cit., p.169.

51. On First Philosophy

52. Atiyeh, op.cit., pp.6-7; Alfred L. Ivry, Al-Kindi’s Metaphysics: A Translation of
Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi’s Treatise ‘On First Philosophy’ (fi al-Falsafah al-
Ula), Studies in Islamic Philosophy ans Science (Albany, N. Y.: State University
of New York Press, 1974), pp.3, 22, 55; a-Kindi Rasa'il al-Kindi al-Falsafiyya
(henceforth abbreviated to Rasa'il), ed. M. A. H. Abu Rida (2 vols, Cairo: Dar a-
Fikr al-* Arabi, 1950-3), vol.l, p.97.

53. ancien régime

54. See Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.46, 55.

55. See Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, Kitab ‘Uyun al-Anba’ fi Tabagat al-Atibba (Beirut: Dar
Maktabat al-Hayat, 1965), pp.286-7; Atiyeh, op.cit., pp.7-8; lvry, op.cit., p.3; Net-
ton, Allah Transcendent, p.46.

56. Atiyeh, op.cit., p.8.
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60.
61.
62.
63.
.Rasa'il, vol.l, pp.373-4; Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.50.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

75.
76.
7.

lvry

Ivry, op.cit., p.5; see d'so Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.46.

See H. Laoust, ‘Ahmad B. Hanba’, in Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, vol.l
(Leiden: E. J. Brill/ London: Luzac, 1960). pp.272-7.

See Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.47-51.

ibid., p.46.

ibid., pp.47-8.

Rasa'il, val.l, p.207; Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.48.

Atiyeh, op.cit., p.51.

See Rasa'il, val.l, pp.101, 126, 144, 150, 154.

See Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.52-3.

ibid., p.55.

Fakhry, op.cit., pp.89-90.

Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.83.

ibid., pp.58-9.

Unmoved

Rasa'il, val.l, p.156.

ibid., vol.l, p.160 (my translation); for another translation see Ivry, op.cit., p.112.
See also Netton, Allah Transcendent, pp.59-60.

Netton, Allah Transcendent, p.60.

ibid., pp.63-5.

Richard Walzer, ‘New studies on Al-Kindi’, in Richard Walzer, Greek into Ara-
bic: Essays on Islamic Philosophy, Oriental Studies 1 (Oxford: Bruno Cassirer,

1962), p.176.



