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Abstract

This article attempts to examine the manner in which the aesthetic
experience emerges as a perceptual-biological capacity and its relationship
to Kant's view of "aesthetic disinterested pleasure," focusing on the
Evolutionary Theory of Art from the perspective of Mohan Matthen, a
contemporary Indian-Canadian philosopher. Matthen believes that art,
instead of being merely a cultural or conventional matter, is rooted in
perceptual and cognitive processes that have developed throughout the
history of human evolution. On the other side, Immanuel Kant, by

* This article is extracted from a Ph.D. dissertation titled "Disinterest in Aesthetics with a Cognitive-
Evolutionary Approach™ (Supervisors: Dr. Hadi Samadi and Dr. Babak Abbasi; Advisor: Dr. Malek
Hosseini), Faculty of Law, Theology, and Political Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

* Moosavi Bahabadi, F. & Samadi, H. (2025). Mohan Matthen's Evolutionary Theory of Art and Its
Relationship to Immanuel Kant's Theory of Disinterested Pleasure. Philosophia et Theologia:
Dialogues in Criticism and Reflection, 30 (4), pp. 205-227.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jpt.2025.71994.2243

=] Article Type: Research; Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
[w] Received: 2025/05/31 e Revised: 2025/07/20 e Accepted: 2025/08/28 #Online Publication: 2025/12/29

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

Www.jpt.isca.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22081/jpt.2025.71994.2243
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8485-4166
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6898-5606

introducing the concept of "disinterested pleasure" in the Critique of
Judgment and explaining the four moments of Quality, Quantity, Relation,
and Modality, interprets aesthetics as arising from a subjective experience
devoid of external interest. This article, using a descriptive-analytical
method, seeks to show how Matthen's view can provide a biological-
cognitive foundation for Kant's theory of disinterested pleasure. The
findings indicate that these two approaches, despite their different origins,

can be complementary at a deeper level.
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